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It never fails to amaze me how busy the summers are at  
St. Andrewôs. Yes, the rhythm is a different one than in the 
fall, winter and spring but they are not ñquietò months. 

During the first week of July, ten of our youth and their 
leaders attended Canada Youth 2016, an event that brings 
hundreds of Presbyterian youth and young adults together 
from across Canada.   

The following week we held another very successful 
Vacation Bible Camp from July 11th - 15th. This exciting 
childrenôs ministry draws children both from our 
congregation and from the wider community. You would be 
amazed at how much work both staff and volunteers invest 
in this event. 

Every Sunday, of course, worship still happens. Although 
our choir takes a break, our organist is busy arranging and 
rehearsing special music; our ministers are preparing for 
worship; summer Sunday school takes place, our usher 
and technology teams are still hard at work and our staff go 
about their daily responsibilities. 

E.P.I.C. Worship, our Wednesday night service, provided a 
more relaxed worshipping opportunity from mid- July to the 
end of August and have been well attended. E.P.I.C. will 
return in the fall. 

Nealôs Natter 
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10. 21&22 

Scrapbooking Event 

10.23 

Hymn Festival 

11.06 

Daylight Savings Time Ends 

11.12 

St. Andrew's Bazaar 

11.27 

1
st
 Sunday of Advent 

12.4 

Mitten Tree Sunday 

 

Mark Your 
Calendar 
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What I Did This Summer ï by Laura Duggan 

This summer, I got to go to away Camp, again! 
 
As we drove up the long gravel road that takes you 
into Glen Mhor, we were greeted by a group of L.I.T.s 
(Leaders in Training) who were waving and welcoming 
us home. As we drove further along the road, staff    
welcomed us home and helped get us oriented. We 
were told where to register and were taken to cabins. 
Then the games began and strangers quickly became 
friends. A community was formed. 
 
Days began early, finished well after sunset and     
consisted of a lovely relaxed rhythm with God at the 
very centre. In the morning we gathered on the play-
ing field to sing, to pray and to reflect on the theme for 
the day. Before meals, we asked a blessing in song 
and cabins took turns leading a spoken prayer. Mid-
morning, campers gathered to sing, hear a story about 
faith and courage from the Bible and to reflect on what 
that   story might mean for them today. We created 
responses, we talked and we prayed. In the afternoon, 
the L.I.T.s had their Bible Study. There were big   
questions asked during these studies. On Tuesday, 
they asked me to talk to them about discernment.   
After dinner, the staff had their Bible Study time. They 
filled out gratitude journals as they reflected on the 
day. There was lots of singing and many, many, more 
big questions. We talked about Godôs grace one even-
ing. Another evening they asked to put me on the ñhot 
seatò and so many deep and important questions 
about faith were asked very quickly and pondered to-
gether. After evening programme, the whole Camp 
gathered for Worship. It was relaxed and joy-filled. 
There was more music. (I am in awe of the musical 
talent and leadership!) We prayed and we told stories. 
On Friday night, we gathered at the beach to hear the 
story of Jesus and the fishermen until it rained ï really 
rained hard. Worship was quickly moved to the Lodge. 
Each day, as a community, ended with thanking God 
for the day and friends for their part in it. The week 
ended with a time of remembering, of looking forward 
and giving thanks. 
 

                                                                        
 

 
 
Throughout the week Campers took part in art 
and drama. Some played ukuleles and even let 
me try. There were adventures on the high ropes 
and low ropes and archery field. There was 
swimming, kayaking and canoeing. There were 
duties and laughter. Because it was ñOutrageous 
Weekò, there was ice-cream for breakfast, pies 
in the face and a jump in the lake while everyone 
was fully dressed.  

 
Camp is an interesting place that has structure 
and rules, fun and tradition. At meals, someone 
from each table needed to ñhopò the food from 
the kitchen and then take the dishes back. Meals 
often ended with everyone standing on the 
benches and chanting a variety of silly songs. 
Then staff, wearing incredible costumes, would 
run into the lodge and make silly announce-
ments about what was happening next. There is 
a measure of independence and responsibility 
for the campers that is very interesting to watch.  

 
Camp is also wonderfully filled with support and 
affirmation. Things done well are praised.        
Attempts are praised. Potentially challenging  
situations are offered dignity and made into 
something fun which speaks so much of the 
leadership! They are an amazing group of faith-
ful, caring and talented people who are willing to 
do what it takes to make things happen and to 
laugh at themselves in the process. The Camp-
ers, the Camp and we as the larger Church are 
blessed to have them serving in these roles. 

 
There is a wonderful, vital and important ministry 
taking place at Camp Cairn. Thank you for     
allowing me to go and be a part of it for a week 
this summer! I am truly grateful to have had the 
opportunity!! 

 


