
Neal’s Natter 

Our Board of Managers, along with our Vision 
Committee and Strategic Planning Task Group, 
are beginning the process of cleaning out, and 
then renovating, the area under the old sanctuary, 
so that area may be used more effectively. 
 

The Trustees are awaiting the arrival and the 
installation of pew cushions for the sanctuary 
area, as agreed to at the Annual Meeting. 
 

We have now concluded our three congregational 
conversations on the “Body, Mind & Soul” 
document (human sexuality & sexual orientation) 
and the Session has prepared a response to our 
national church.  
 

We have also completed a new NCD (Natural 
Church Development) Survey, which is a 
recommended congregational analysis tool of The 
Presbyterian Church in Canada. Our last such 
survey was in 2009. The survey results will help 
our leaders set future priorities. 
 
 
 
 

The Session, following a survey of our members 
and adherents, reports that moving from two 
services to one 10:00am service has been very well 
received, and our attendance figures reveal that our 
worship attendance has increased since we did so. 
 

The Prayer Shawl Group has been very well 
attended and this has become another vital ministry 
at St. Andrew’s. Those who have received prayer 
shawls have been deeply appreciative. 
 

This summer we are preparing for Vacation Bible 
Camp and for Canada Youth 2016, while our “Be 
the Change” Group look forward to their mission trip 
to Ghana in 2017. 
 

All of these things would not be possible without the 
dedication and hard work of the leaders and people 
of St. Andrew’s. Thank you!  Let me encourage you 
to pray for the ministries, staff, leaders and 
congregation of St. Andrew’s every day and to 
continue to be generous in your financial support 
especially over the summer months. 
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It is hard to believe that Easter is past, May is upon us and the summer  
months are drawing near.  2016 has already been a busy year at St. Andrew’s.  



A Prayer 

God of the generations. 
Past. 
Present. 
Future. 
Thank you for children: 
for their kisses and hugs 
that melt our hearts; 
for silly giggles 
that infect us with joy; 
for simple, 
and not so simple, 
questions 
that sometimes confound; 
for their faith in us, 
and in You, 
that shows complete trust; 
and for their 
unconditional love 
that reveals so clearly our 
selfishness, 
prejudice, 
and bitterness. 
Teach us Father God 
to be more childlike 
so we might enter your Kingdom. 
AMEN 
 

c. Neal Mathers 2016 from the book          
“Along the Way” (Fall, 2016) 

Church Picnic  

 

Sunday, June 12 
 
Following an Intergenerational Worship 
Service @ 10:00am everyone is invited     
to come for a delicious BBQ picnic lunch, 
exciting games and loads of fun! 
 

All you need to bring is a lawn chair! 
 

This year's theme is based on our “Surf 
Shack” Bible Camp theme so come 
wearing your favourite summer attire. 

 

LION’S PARK  
 

  at Church St. 
         and 
   D’Arcy St. 

Thank You God for  the  Chi ldren  
 

“I assure you that unless you change and 
become like children, you will never enter 
the Kingdom of heaven.”       Matthew 18:3 

Praying For Alberta 
 

We are deeply saddened by the fires of Fort McMurray. We cannot 

begin to imagine the stress and panic that many must be feeling 
as they sit helplessly watching these unfolding events. We are also 

mindful of the exhaustion firefighters on the front lines must be 
feeling. Our prayers are clearly with everyone facing these      

challenges. May God’s strength uphold all those seeking to cope 

with this tragedy and may the desperately needed rains come 
quickly. 
 

The Rev. Karen Horst, Moderator, 2015 General Assembly 



“Surf Shack” 
Bible Camp 

Join us at the “Surf Shack” this 
July 11 to 15, 9:00am-Noon for our 

exciting Bible 
Camp! 
 

Everyone, ages 4 
and older, is invited 
to come hear 
inspiring stories, 
sing, dance, create, 
pray, eat, play and 
learn together! 

 
 

Register Today!     

www.standrewsnewmarket.org 

NCD Survey 
 

In April, St. Andrew’s participated in what is called a Natural 

Church Development (NCD) survey. This survey has been 

administered to over 70,000 congregations, in 70 countries 

and in 6 continents. More than 3,400 surveys have been 

completed by Canadian congregations, including many in  

our own denomination. 

 

NCD uses a long term strategic process for improving the 

health of churches.  It centres on a sophisticated diagnostic 

tool (survey) which provides a unique, accurate and up-to-

date assessment of the health of a church in eight quality  

areas. 
 

These 8 characteristic areas that are surveyed are:  
 

 Empowering Leadership 

 Gift-based Ministry 

 Passionate Spirituality  

 Effective Structures 

 Inspiring Worship Service 

 Holistic Small Groups 

 Need-orientated Evangelism 

 Loving Relationships 

The Vision Committee and Session selected, as required 

by the Survey parameters, a group of 30 people who met 

ALL of the following criteria to complete the 90 question 

survey.  
 

 Member of a group (for example, session, board, 

choir, committee, ministry group, youth group)  

 Actively involved in ministry and performing a regular 

task.   

 Committed to the life and growth of the congregation.  
 

Over the next few months the Vision Committee, Session 

and staff will be reviewing the almost 100 page report, 

consulting with our Synod Mission Convenor Rev. Dr. 

John-Peter Smit and conversing with the NCD Canadian 

facilitator.  
 

We can report, however, that St. Andrew’s scored above      

average for all eight characteristics, as we did in 2009. 

More information to follow in the coming months.  



Summer at St. Andrew’s 
 

Summer at St. Andrew’s is a wonderful time to reflect, rejuvenate and  
rejoice in the love of God. We welcome time with family and friends as we  
enjoy the splendour of the season. Vacation time, BBQ gatherings and swimming  
in a lake may enrich your soul and bring you closer to Christ. 
 

Summer Sunday’s are joyfully started at a 10:00am service with a one room church 
school for the children. Dress is casual and the coffee/tea is always on for fellowship 
time, which also includes juice for the children. 
 

Summer Sunday’s are also a great time to bring a friend or neighbour to church to  
introduce them to all that St. Andrew’s has to offer.   
 

The good work of the church continues all summer long and that means we still have  
bills to pay, benevolent needs to meet, missions to support and (currently) a deficit to  
reduce. As you enjoy the sunshine and God’s great outdoors, we ask that you remember  
the ministries of St. Andrew’s in your weekly offerings through your envelopes, post    
dated cheques, or PAR contributions. 
 

Thank you for your wonderful contributions of your time, talents and treasures. 

Pre-Authorized Remittance 
 

Pre-Authorized Remittance, or PAR, allows you to support our 
church through an automatic monthly withdrawal from your 
bank account. 

Besides being convenient, using PAR for your offering        
ensures regular monthly givings to help our church’s ministry 
even when you are away. You will be providing a dependable 
flow of contributions, which increases the church’s overall    
financial stability. Why not participate in PAR?                   
Contact the church office to sign up! 



In June of 2015, the General Assembly of The Presbyterian Church in Canada, at the 
request of a number of Session and Presbyteries, invited our denomination to enter 
into a new conversation on human sexuality and sexual orientation. A study guide, 
called “Body, Mind and Soul” was prepared for this purpose and released in             
November 2015. 
 
In January of 2016, our Session met for a retreat to review the material and to have  
a conversation on these important issues. 
 
In March, the Session sent a letter to all of our members and adherents announcing 
the national conversation (involving over 800 congregations) and outlined the present 
position of The Presbyterian Church in Canada. 

 
In April we held three congregational conversations, based on the study guide 
material. These were held following worship on Sundays April 10

th
, 17

th
 and 

24
th
. The same conversations were repeated on the same Sunday evenings. 

Including the elders, we are pleased to report that approximately 70 persons, 
representing all age groups from teenager to seniors, attended. 
 
At the conclusion of the third conversation, every participant was asked  
to complete a survey form. These were then used by Session to prepare  
a summary response from St. Andrew’s, Newmarket, which was then for-
warded to The Presbyterian Church in Canada to be considered alongside 
all of the other congregational responses.  Once the Session summary is 
ready it will be communicated to the congregation by way of a pastoral  
letter. 
 
At present, given the number of responses being received,  
it is not expected that the General Assembly will adopt any 
recommendations until 2017. 

 

“Body, Mind & Soul” 



“Be the Change” 

Youth in Mission Trip to Ghana 
“Be the Change” is a group of young adults with 
a commitment to change the world. The change 
might be in big ways, or smaller, quieter 
(although no less important) ways.  
 
They gathered together to dream and wonder 
what this change might look like and how they 
could make a difference. They have decided, as 
a first and very large step, to go and see what is 
happening with our Mission Partners in other 
countries. Perhaps the change will begin within 
themselves, they thought, and the story that they 
could share here about differences being made. 
 
Matt Foxall was invited to speak with the group 
and shared about programmes taking place in 
India and in Ghana. In India, there is education 
for nurses. In Ghana, there is a rehabilitation 
centre for people who are differently abled. 
There is also a community that offers support 
and a home to women who have been accused 
of witchcraft and have been shunned. These 
women are not practicing witchcraft but they are 
vulnerable and in danger. Wonderful things are 
happening, in Jesus’ name. 

The group, after a great deal of reflection, prayer 
and discussion, decided that they would like to 
travel to Ghana in May of 2017. The trip will last 
3 weeks. Seven young adults, along with myself 
and Matt Foxall from Youth in Mission, will travel 
together and be hosted by people from the 
Presbyterian Church of Ghana.  
 
It will be hot and certainly not be a holiday  
by any stretch of the imagination. The  
group will listen and learn about life in a very 
different place. They will reflect on what God is 
doing in that place and how the Church is 
serving and caring for the people there. They will 
also learn about the partnerships between the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada and the 
Presbyterian Church of Ghana and the amazing 
things that we are able to do together. 
 
Thank you for your generous support of “Be the 
Change”. As we prepare for this life changing 
trip, we ask for your prayers. 
 
Laura 

Jesus is with us wherever we are – at Church, at home, at school, at work, as 
we travel. Last summer, “Flat Jesus” helped us remember that Jesus is always 
with us. People were invited to take pictures with him at home and wherever 
they visited. We created a bulletin board filled with places and times that people 
had spent with Jesus. He was in Cuba, at many cottages, at Camp, at soccer 
games, in St. Catharines, in Collingwood and in Alberta. It was a fun way to 
remember Jesus’ constant and abiding presence in our lives.  
 

This summer, you are invited to have fun with a “Flat Jesus” again, or for the 
first time. Colour the picture and take him with you. Take pictures at home or 
wherever else you spend time. Send them to the Church and we will create a 
bulletin board again to remind us that Jesus is always with us. 

  Flat     Jesus 



Thank You From Presbyterians Sharing!   
 

St. Andrew’s received a thank you from The Presbyterian Church in Canada for exceeding our 
Presbyterian Sharing goal of $27,814 in 2015 by raising $29,654. We were only one of two 
congregations in our Presbytery to exceed our allocation.  Our 2016 goal is $31,409.  
 

One Mission, Two Funds      Proclaiming Christ in Word and Deed 
Presbyterians Sharing is the national church fund that supports the overall mission and ministry of The 
Presbyterian Church in Canada. Congregations commit to raising an accepted allocation each year. 
 

Presbyterian World Service & Development is the PCC’s development and relief agency. PWS&D 
raises funds directly from congregations and individuals and through government grants – over and 
above gifts to Presbyterians Sharing. International Ministries mission personnel, funded through 
Presbyterians Sharing, often work with PWS&D partners. 

Canada Youth 2016 
 
“Canada Youth is a gathering of youth, young adults and youth leaders from across Canada, along 
with guests from other countries. Since 2000, CY has been a gathering place for Presbyterian Youth 
to worship, play, create, learn, make new friends, reflect, play crazy games, pray, sing and share.” 
    
This July, ten people (young people, young adults and an adult advisor) will head to Brock University 
for five days to take part in Canada Youth 2016. There will be Worship each day. There will be small 
group discussions and workshops. There will be games and energizers and ice-cream…. There will 
be opportunities to meet other Presbyterians from across Canada and wonder about questions of faith 
together. There will be learnings and reflections and thoughts to bring home to St. Andrew’s.  
 

Thank you for all of the generous support that has been offered to the participants going to CY this 
summer! You have made it possible for the group to take part in an amazing event! 

 
 
 
 

http://presbyterian.ca/sharing
http://presbyterian.ca/presbyterian-world-service-development/
http://presbyterian.ca/im


St. Andrew's 2016 Calendar 

 Date  Time  Event 

Sat May 7 5:30pm 
Mystery Dinner, WF Skit & Silent Auction.  Fundraiser in support of CY2016 
and “Be the Change” YIM trip to Ghana. 

Sun May 8 10:00am Christian Family Sunday/Mother’s Day 

Sat May 14 8:30am  Breakfast to Support Wounded Warriors of Canada 

Sun May 15 10:00am Communion, Pentecost, Covenant Renewal Sunday 

May 20-22   PYPS Retreat Glen Mhor Camp 

Sat May 21   Last Day to Tag your Storage items:  Green Goes, Red Stays 

Sun May 22 10:00am Trinity Sunday 

Mon May 23   Victoria Day Holiday, Office Closed 

Sat May 28 9:00am- Noon Operation Clean Out! 

Sun May 29 8:30am-11:30am Easter Seals Run Road Closures: Water St. between Main & Prospect St. 

Sun May 29 10:00am Sunday Worship Service 

Sun June 5 10:00am General Assembly Sunday, Communion, Flower Planting 

Sun June 12 10:00am Awards Sunday and our Popular Church Picnic! 

Sun June 19 10:00am Father's Day, National Aboriginal Day & Summer Sunday School Begins 

Fri July 1   Canada Day Holiday, Office Closed 

July 5-10   Canada Youth 2016, Brock University 

Sun July 10 10:00am Bible Camp Sunday! Come and Experience our Surf Shack Bible Camp! 

July 11-15 9:00am-Noon Bible Camp: Surf's Up! Catch the Wave of God's Amazing Love! 

July 29-31   Outback Camping Trip 

Mon Aug 1   Civic Day Holiday, Office Closed 

Aug 18-21   St. Andrew's Camping Trip at Awenda Provincial Park 

Mon Sept 5   Labour Day Holiday, Office Closed 

Sun Sept 11   Recovenanting Sunday 

Sept 16-18   Sr. High Retreat at Camp Cairn 

Sun Sept 18 10:00am Regular Church School Begins 

Sun Sept 25 10:00am Presbyterians Sharing Sunday 

Sun Oct 2 10:00am Worldwide Communion Sunday 

Sun Oct 9 10:00am Harvest Thanksgiving 

Mon Oct 10   Thanksgiving Day, Office Closed 

Oct 21 & 22   Scrapbook & Cardmaking Retreat at St. Andrew's 


