
  

 

 

 

 

 

St. Andrewõs Newsletter 

Dear friends, 
 

ñImagine a Christmas service where the worshippers come in their 
holiday finery to find a sanctuary empty of all the glittering decora-
tions, silent of holiday carols. What if this year you cancelled the 
church decoration committee and the worship committee and called 
off the extra choir rehearsals and the church school pageant? 

What if on Christmas Eve people came and sat in the dim pews, and 
someone stood up and said, ñSomething happened here while we 
were all out at the malls, while we were baking cookies and fretting 
about whether we bought our brother-in-law the right gift: ñChrist was 

born. God is here.ò 
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These words of Loretta Ross-Gotta challenge us as Christians not to 
rush into Christmas too quickly in case we miss the reason for it all. 
Thatôs what this season of Advent is all about. The word Advent 
comes from a Latin word meaning ñcomingò or ñarrivalò and it is a 
time of expectation, of anticipation, of preparation, and of longing that 
is observed for the four weeks before Christmas Day.  It symbolizes 
the spiritual journey of individuals and a congregation, as they affirm 
that Christ has come, that He is present in the world today, and that 
He will come again in power (Mark 13:24-37). 

As Christians we donôt need to be reminded that ñJesus is the reason 
for the seasonò but we do need to be reminded to take time to reflect 
on what it means to declare that, ñThe Word became a human being 
and full of grace and truth, lived among usò  (John 1:18). May you 
take time to reflect and to worship this Advent season. 

Laura and I, and all the staff at St. Andrewôs, wish you a very blessed 
Christmas with every good wish for the New Year. 

            Neal 

Nealõs  Natter  
December 2011 
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This is the Season of Advent, the time we get ready to celebrate the mystery of 
Christmas, the time we are all on the way to Bethlehem. But who will show us the 
way? 

Through the Season of Advent, the students and  
leaders in the Children and  Worship programme are 
reminded that they are on a journey to Bethlehem. 
Each week they wonder who will show them the way. 
They meet prophets, Mary and Joseph, the shepherds 
as they travel and hear the stories of faith. It is a    
journey filled with wondering and mystery. 

 

This year, the students and leaders in Children and Worship, 
along with the other Church School classes, began their Advent 
journey by actually travelling to Bethlehem to be counted in the 
Census. (The city was conveniently relocated in the Church Hall 
for the morning.) Everyone gathered at the Travel Agency and 
had their passports checked by the Canada Customs Agent. 
Then the journey began.  

At the city gates, names were added to the Census sheets and travellers had the 
opportunity to explore Bethlehem. There was an Artisanôs stall which offered      

opportunities to work with clay, to weave, 
and to decorate stars. Flat bread with    
cinnamon was sampled at the Bakery. 
There was a Spice Merchant and cards 
could be sent at the Desert Express. The 
Cloth Merchant offered the latest 1

st
     

century fashions to try on for size. The 
journey ended, for the moment, with a few 
quiet moments in the stable, with a story 
about two other people who went to be 
counted in Bethlehem. 

This is the Season of Advent, the time we get ready to celebrate the mystery of 
Christmas, the time we are all on the way to Bethlehem. Why not ask some of the 
young people about their journey to Bethlehem, as we travel there again together. 

Laura 

A Journey to Bethlehem 


